
Call for Entries

ATTN: 2010 Achievement Awards Program
Virginia Association of Counties
1207 East Main Street, Suite 300
Richmond, Va. 23219-3627

address service requested 
2010
Achievement 
Awards

Recognizing the Best in County Government Programs! Application Form

All applications must include the following information. Separate applications
must be submitted for each eligible program. Deadline: June 1, 2010.

Program Information

Locality 

Program Title

Program Category

Population Category

Contact Information

Name

Title

Department

Complete Mailing Address

Telephone # Fax #

E-mail

Signature of county administrator or chief administrative officer

Name

Title

Signature* 

*Entries without this signature will not be accepted. 

2010 VACo Achievement Awards
Deadline: June 1, 2010  

Prince William County
Partners for Water Quality Stormwater Education Program

Environment

100,001+

Paige Thacker

Extension Agent/Agency Director
Virginia Cooperative Extension-Prince William

8033 Ashton Avenue, Suite 105 Manassas VA 20109

703-792-4671 703-792-4630

pthacker@pwcgov.org



2010 V
A

C
o A

chievem
ent A

w
ards

D
escription

The V
A

C
o A

chievem
ent A

w
ards is a com

petitive aw
ards program

 open to local governm
ent 

m
em

bers of the association. The aw
ards program

 is held annually to recognize local governm
ent

program
s that exem

plify innovation, m
odel practices, partnering or collaboration w

ith other local
governm

ents, a private enterprise or state and federal governm
ent. The com

petition w
ill be 

divided into five population categories so that projects com
pete w

ith other localities of com
parable

size. Please encourage all county departm
ents to apply!  

E
ligibility

A
ll local governm

ent m
em

bers of the V
irginia A

ssociation of C
ounties, w

hich are in good standing
w

ith the association, m
ay participate. There is no lim

it to the num
ber of applications a county

m
ay subm

it.

A
ll applications m

ust com
ply w

ith the follow
ing standards:

1.
The program

 m
ust have becom

e operational before Jan. 1, 2010, and m
ust be currently 

operational.
2.

Local governm
ent officials and/or staff m

ust have played a significant role in developing 
and im

plem
enting the program

, w
ith only lim

ited assistance from
 outside experts and/or 

consultants. 
3.

A
ll steps in the application m

ust be com
pleted.

4.
A

w
ards w

ill be given to departm
ents or units, not individuals.

5.
Program

s that have received a previous V
A

C
o A

chievem
ent A

w
ard are ineligible.

6.
The program

 m
ust m

eet one or m
ore of the criteria outlined below

, and m
ust be signed by 

the county adm
inistrator or chief adm

inistrative official before subm
ission.

C
riteria for Selection

The nom
inated program

 m
ust m

eet one or m
ore of the follow

ing criteria:
1.

O
ffer an innovative solution to a problem

, situation or delivery of services.
2.

Prom
ote intergovernm

ental cooperation and/or cooperation w
ith local, state and federal 

entities and/or a private enterprise in addressing a problem
 or situation.

3.
Provide a m

odel that other local governm
ents m

ay learn from
 or im

plem
ent in their ow

n 
localities.

4.
Program

s m
ay be based on program

s from
 another public or private entity but m

ust 
represent innovative approaches or custom

ization by the local governm
ent.

P
opulations

The population categories are: (1) under 15,000 (2) 15,001 to 30,000 (3) 30,001 to 50,000
(4) 50,001 to 100,000 (5) 100,001+

C
ategories

Program
 C

ategories:
1.

C
om

m
unity/E

conom
ic D

evelopm
ent

2.
C

ustom
er Service

3.
C

om
m

unications (public relations)
4.

C
rim

inal Justice &
 Public Safety

5.
H

ealth/H
um

an Services (youth, elderly and others)
6.

Inform
ation Technology

7.
Parks and R

ecreation
8.

Transportation
9.     O

rganizational D
evelopm

ent
10.

E
nvirom

ental
11.

R
egional C

ollaboration

R
ules

R
ules of entry:
1.

A
ll entries m

ust be subm
itted in duplicate. Subm

it tw
o copies of each entry bound in a 

notebook or presentation folder and subm
it in electronic form

at--PD
F or W

O
R

D
file (e-m

ail
electronic entry to gharter@

vaco.org). Include the entry form
, all appendices and 

supplem
ental m

aterials, photographs, D
V

D
, etc.

2.
E

ntries m
ust be typed and double-spaced. State the problem

, challenge or situation faced 
by the locality and how

 the program
 fulfilled the aw

ards criteria (innovation, partnering or
collaboration and a m

odel for other localities). Tell how
 the program

 w
as carried out,    

including financing and staffing, and the program
’s results. B

e concise and subm
it no m

ore
than eight one-sided typed pages plus photos or supporting m

aterials.
3.

Include a short overview
 of the program

 (no m
ore than one page double-spaced) that can be

used as a quick reference guide for the judges. 

Judging
E

ntries w
ill be judged by a three-m

em
ber panel selected for their expertise in local governm

ent.
W

hen there are no selected nom
inations, no aw

ard w
ill be m

ade.

A
w

ard P
resentation

A
w

ard plaques w
ill be presented at V

A
C

o’s A
nnual B

usiness M
eeting on N

ov. 9, 2010, in B
ath

C
ounty. The w

inning entries w
ill be featured in a booklet that w

ill be distributed during V
A

C
o’s

A
nnual C

onference. A
w

ard-w
inning nom

inations w
ill be displayed appropriately at the A

nnual
C

onference and w
inners w

ill receive a special ribbon to be w
orn on their nam

etags. W
inners w

ill
also be recognized on the V

A
C

o W
eb site and in a new

s release sent to statew
ide m

edia outlets.  

D
eadline

A
ll entries m

ust be postm
arked no later than June 1, 2010, and m

ailed to V
A

C
o A

chievem
ent

A
w

ards, 1207 E
ast M

ain St., Suite 300, R
ichm

ond, V
a., 23219-3627. E

ntries w
ill not be returned.

Q
uestions?

C
ontact G

age
H

arter, V
A

C
o’s C

om
m

unications D
irector, at (804) 343-2502 or gharter@

vaco.org.
A

dditional application form
s are also available at w

w
w

.vaco.org.  

D
eadline for E

ntry:  June 1, 2010


