
ATAREGULARMEETINGOFTHEBOARDOFSUPERVISORSOFROANOKE
COUNTY VIRGINIA HELDATTHEROANOKECOUNTYADMINISTRATION

CENTERONTUESDAY NOVEMBER12 2013
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WHEREAS theBoardofSupervisorsfindsthatlitterisanincreasingproblemin

RoanokeCounty and

WHEREAS theBoardofSupervisorsherebyfindsthatincreasedenforcement

effortstocombatthelitterproblemareavalidpublicpurposetoprotectthepublic

health safetyandwelfareofthecitizensofRoanokeCounty and

WHEREAS thisordinanceisauthorizedbySection152901andArticle3 Of

Chapter14ofTitle101oftheCodeofVirginia asamended and

WHEREAS thefirstreadingofthisordinancewasheldonOctober22 2013 and

thesecondreadingandpublichearingwereheldonNovember12 2013

NOWTHEREFOREBEITORDAINEDbytheBoardofSupervisorsofRoanoke

County asfollows

1 ThatthefollowingsectionsoftheRoanokeCountyCodebeamendedto

readandprovideasfollows

Sec 13151 Definitions

Thefollowingwords termsandphrases whenusedinthisarticle shallhavethe
meaningsascribedtotheminthissection exceptwherethecontextclearlyindicatesa
differentmeaning
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Abatementcost costoflabor equipmentandsuppliesfor orthecontract
priceof andanychargesto thecounty withrespecttotheremovalanddisposalof
weedsortrashfromaparcel

Enforcementagent Thecountyadministratororhisdesignee

Litter Allwastematerialanddisposablepackagesorcontainersbutnotincludingthe
wastesoftheprimaryprocessesofmining logging sawmilling farmingor
manufacturing Itincludes butisnotlimitedto thepackages wrappingsand
containers cigarettesandtobaccoproducts bottles glassormetalcontainers plastic
andpaperproducts

LitterReceptacle Acontainerwithacapacityofnotlessthan10gallons constructed
andplacedforuseasadepositoryforlitter

Owner Anypersonshownbyanypublicrecordtohaveaninterestinrealestatelyingin
thecountyuponwhichapublicnuisanceexistsasofthedateoftheabatementofthe
publicnuisanceunderthissection Ownershallalsomeantheoccupantofanyparcelof
realestate includingbutnotlimitedto anypersoninpossessionthereofhavingcharge
thereofasanexecutor administrator trustee guardianoragent andthebeneficiaryof
anyeasementorrightofusethereof

Parcel Anyrealestateoranyinteresttherein situate lyingandbeinginthecountyin
anyareaszonedforresidential business commercial orindustrialusesorinany
subdivision

Publicnuisance Anyactoractivitythecausingormaintainingofwhichissuchan
inconvenienceortroublesomematterastoannoy injureordamagethepublicatlarge
orasubstantialportionofthecommunityoraconsiderablenumberofpersons and
fromwhichanyresultingdamageisnotspecificallyapportionabletoanyonememberof
thecommunity

Subdivision Anytractorparceloflanddividedintotwo 2 ormorelotsorparcels for
thepurpose whetherimmediateorfuture oftransferofownershipordevelopment as
otherwisedefinedintheRoanokeCountySubdivisionOrdinance

Trash Abandonedpersonalproperty garbage refuse rubbish litterordebris

Weeds meansgrass weeds bushes poisonivy poisonoakoranyothervegetable
growth otherthantrees ornamentalshrubbery flowersandgardenvegetables

Page2of5



Sec 13152 Penalty

a Anyownerwhoviolatessection13153a oranyotherprovisionsofthisarticle
pertainingtosection13153a orwhoviolatessection13154orsection13159 shall
besubjecttoacivilpenaltynottoexceedfiftydollars 5000 forthefirstviolation or
violationsarisingfromthesamesetofoperativefacts Thecivilpenaltyforsubsequent
violationsnotarisingfromthesamesetofoperativefactswithintwelve 12 monthsof
thefirstviolationshallnotexceedtwohundreddollars 20000 Eachcalendarday
duringwhichthesameviolationisfoundtohaveexisted shallconstituteaseparate
offense Innoeventshallaseriesofspecifiedviolationsarisingfromthesamesetof
operativefactsresultincivilpenaltiesthatexceedatotalofthreethousanddollars

300000 inatwelve monthperiod

b Anyownerwhoviolatessection13153b oranyotherprovisionsofthisarticle
pertainingtosection13153b shallbesubjecttoacivilpenaltynottoexceedone
hundreddollars 10000

c Inlieuofimpositionofafineorcivilpenalty thecourtmayorderthedefendantto
performcommunityserviceinlitterabatementactivities

d Classifyingviolationsunderthisarticleascivilpenaltiesshallpreclude
prosecutionofviolationsasamisdemeanor

Sec 13153 Cuttingofweedsandgrassrequired

a Itshallbeunlawfulforanyownerofanyvacantdevelopedorundeveloped
property includingsuchpropertyuponwhichbuildingsorotherimprovementsare
located withintheboundariesofplattedsubdivisionsoranyotherareaszonedfor
residential business commercialorindustrialuse topermitweedsofmorethantwelve
12 inchesinheightwithintwohundredfifty 250 feetofpropertydevelopedfor

residentialuse

b Theownerofoccupiedresidentialrealpropertyshallcutthegrassorlawnarea
oflessthanonehalf acreonsuchpropertywhengrowthofsuchgrassorlawnarea
exceedstwelve 12 inchesinheight

Sec 13154 Removaloftrashrequired

Page3of5



Itshallbeunlawfulfortheownerofanyparcelorpropertytoallowtheaccumulationof
trashonanyparcelorproperty Theownerofanyparcelorpropertyshallmaintainall
exteriorpropertyareasinaclean safeconditionfreefromtheaccumulationoftrash
Failuretocomplywiththisprovisionshallalsoconstituteapublicnuisance

Sec 13155 Reportofviolation

Anypersonaggrievedbythepresenceofweedsorgrassinviolationofsection13 153
ortheaccumulationoftrashinviolationofsection13154mayreportsuchpresenceto
theenforcementagent

Sec 13156 Inspectionofsiteofviolation noticetocutweedsorremovetrash

Uponreceiptofareportasreferredtoinsection13155 theenforcementagentshall
causethesiteofthereportedviolationtobeinspectedpursuanttoapplicable
constitutionalandstatutoryprovisions Whentheenforcementagenthasdetermined
fromsuchreportsandinspectionsorotherwisethataviolationinfactexists heshall
notifytheownerofthelandorparceluponwhichtheviolationexiststocutorcauseto
becuttheweedsorgrasscomplainedof ortoremovetheaccumulationoftrash within
ten 10 calendardaysofthedelivery mailingorpostingofthenotice Suchnoticeshall
beinwriting shallbedeliveredbyhandormailedtothelastknownaddressandifthe
ownerofthepropertycannotbefoundwithinthecountyafterareasonablesearch
noticeshallbesentbycertifiedmail returnreceiptrequested tothelastknownaddress
oftheownerandacopyofthenoticeshallbepostedonthepropertyinaconspicuous
place andshallbecompliedwithbysuchowner

Sec 13157 Performanceofworkbycounty collectionofcosts

Ifsuchweedsorgrassarenotcut ortheaccumulationoftrashisnotremoved within
therequiredtimeasprovidedforinthenoticeundersection13156 theenforcement
agentshallcausesuchweedsorgrasstobecut orthetrashtoberemoved andthe
abatementcostandexpensethereoftobeassessedagainsttheownerofsuch
property Theassessmentshallbecollectedbythecountyastaxesandleviesare
collected Everychargeforcuttinggrassonvacantpropertyorremovaloftrashwhich
theownerofanypropertyshallhavebeenassessedandwhichremainsunpaidshall
constitutealienagainstsuchpropertyonparitywithliensforunpaidtaxes

Sec 13158 Exemption
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