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March 1, 2010 CONNECTIONS
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Through the united efforts of the
board of directors to the Natural
Chimneys Regional Park in Mount
Solon (Augusta County), and the
National Jousting Association, the
Jousting Hall of Fame was 
established in 1979. 

The Hall of Fame opened with 48
charter members representing four
states: Maryland, Virginia,
Pennsylvania and West Virginia. In
1991, after further research, an 
additional 38 charter members were
added to the honor roll. 

These 86 charter members were
selected by their peers for outstanding
contributions to the sport. 

Additionally, each year the 
member states select a total of six
more individuals for induction into the
Hall of Fame. 

On the third Saturday of each
June they are inducted in a special
ceremony at the Natural Chimney's
Park.

The induction ceremony is 
followed by a championship jousting
tournament.

Visit Mount Solon 
and the 

National Jousting 
Hall of Fame

Photos are the
property of the
National Jousting
Assocation
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From the Pocahontas Mine & Museum Brochure

• Designated as a national historic landmark.
• Virginia's official coal heritage museum.
• First mine in the Pocahontas coalfield.
• Opened in 1882.
• Spectacular 13 foot tall coal seam.
• Produced more than 44 million tons of coal.
• Coal produced would fill a train 6,000 miles long.
• World famous Pocahontas coal heated homes across America.
• Chosen fuel of the American Navy.

The Pocahontas Exhibition Mine is a 20-minute drive from Bluefield over Route 102. In 1938, the “show” mine was
opened. Visitors walk through the mine with a tour guide to view the coal formed 400,000,000 years ago and see the methods
of mining used in the 1880s to the present day. The Exhibition Coal Mine site is part of the original Pocahontas Mine, which
was the first mine opened in the world - the renowned Pocahontas Coal Field.

The original mine opened in 1882 and was worked out in 1955. During the 73 years of operation, 44,000,000 tons of coal
were mined. The mine is the only one of its kind. It is the only exhibition coal mine designated as a National Historic
Landmark. The mine and the adjacent Coal Heritage Museum, gift shop and learning center are open April through
September.

Open April 15 - Sept. 30
Monday - Saturday: 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Sunday: 1 p.m. to 5 p.m.
Admission: Guided tour of the mine and educational center
$7 adults
$4.50 children ages 6-12
Children under 6: free

Prices and hours are subject to change.

Pocahontas Mine & Museum
11 Centre Street
P.O. Box 128
Pocahontas, VA 24635
276-945-2134 or 276-945-9522
Fax: 276-945-9904

Visit Tazewell County
and the Pocahontas
Exhibition Mine
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The Miles B. Carpenter House, a two-story frame structure built in 1890, is located at the intersection of Hunter Street
and Highway 460 in Waverly, Sussex County.

It was added to the National Register of Historic Places on Nov. 13, 1989. In 1912, the home was purchased by Miles B.
Carpenter, owner of a local sawmill, planing mill, and ice delivery business, who became a noted American folk artist.

Since Carpenter’s death in 1985, his house has been preserved as a museum where his tools and carvings are displayed
and as a gallery to encourage and exhibit the work of young artists in the region. Also on the complex is the country’s first
peanut museum.

Visit the Miles B. Carpenter
House in Sussex County

Miles Burkholder Carpenter
(1889–1985) moved to Sussex County
in 1901 and lived there the rest of his
life.

After working at his father’s mill,
Carpenter bought his first lumber 
business at age 23. He later was a 
proprietor of a roadside ice, beverage
and produce market as well as a theater.

During the 1940s, Carpenter began
making small carvings. He would 
display many of his works in the flatbed
of his truck that was parked next to the
store (a building that still stands as a
museum in honor of the artist and in

celebration of peanuts, the most famous
local crop).

Some of Carpenter’s work included
farm animals, imaginary creatures,
protraits of family members and
Indians. But perhaps his most 
recognizable piece is the watermelon

slice with a bite missing.
His sculptures were noticed by the

mainstream art world in 1972 and since
then his bestiary of wooden fauna (and
folks) has been featured in the
Smithsonian Museum of American Art
and other notable collections.
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Augusta Military Academy Class of 1905

Augusta Military Academy Museum

The Augusta Military Academy
Alumni Association

www.amaalumni.org

Visit Augusta County and 
the Augusta Military Academy
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Amid stately oaks south of the James River in Virginia stands a
handsome brick Gothic church which has stood vigil over the 
community of Isle of Wight County through almost 400 years of
conflict, peace, despair and prosperity. Traditionally, Historic St. Luke’s
Church, formerly called the Old Brick Church, was founded in 1632 as
a beacon, a fortress, a mission, and a gathering place for colonists 
facing unbearable hardship in the early days of the colonies.
--Source: www.historicstlukes.org

Visit historic 
St. Luke’s Church 

in Isle of Wight County

The History
Venerable Historic St. Luke's,

Mother Church of
Warrasquoyacke Parish (later
called Isle of Wight), was 
affectionately known as "Old Brick
Church" long before it was given
its present name in 1820. It is the
oldest existing church of English
foundation in America and the
nation's only surviving Gothic 
building. It forms a unique bridge
between the early civilization of
our country and the rich culture of
Medieval England. Its structure
reflects the architectural and 
spiritual descendents of the great
Gothic cathedrals of England.

By tradition and recollection
of the first Vestry Book, "Old
Brick Church" is dated to 1632. It
closely relates to the Tower
Church at Jamestown, dated circa
1638/39. As was common at the
time, it took four or five years to
erect such a church; and the 
finishing of the interior fittings
required an additional number of
years, even in this parish, already
numbering 522 persons in the year
1634.

Those who first assembled in
"Old Brick Church" knew much of
Captain John Smith, Pocahontas,
John Rolfe and Powhatan, who
were regarded as their 
contemporaries. They also suffered
through the tragic Indian
Massacre of 1622, which wiped
out nearly a third of the Virginia
settlers. Nathaniel Bacon, the
scourge of Governor Berkeley,
passed not far from "Old Brick
Church" on his way to burn
Jamestown in 1676.

In the stirring days before the
Revolutionary War, Thomas
Jefferson, George Washington,
Patrick Henry, and many other of
our great patriots must have knelt
here before the altar and asked for
guidance on their passage to or
from Williamsburg, as they slowly
shaped the destiny of a nation.
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Imagine it is 1611
You are one of 300 settlers led by

Sir Thomas Dale to build the Citie of
Henricus, a settlement that the Virginia
Company of London hopes will
become the principal seat of the colony,
replacing the unhealthy environment of
Jamestown.

You leave Jamestown to travel 80
miles up the James River and begin to
build the city named for the eldest son
of King James I, Prince Henry.

You are going into an unknown
wilderness where there is the constant
threat of attack by Indians and
Spaniards who seek to destroy the
young struggling English colony.

Today, Henricus Historical Park is
re-creating the second successful
English settlement in the New World.
Four hundred years ago the opportunity
of property ownership by the common
man was a unique concept in the world.

This innovative idea combined with
the development of the first English
hospital, the chartering of the first 
college in the New World, the English
home of Pocahontas, the establishment
of tobacco as the first cash crop in the
New World, as well as other important
events that occurred at Henricus,
contributed to the successful permanent
colonization of North America and the
eventual establishment of the United
States of America.

Visit Henricus Historical Park and
relive America's beginnings. Historical
interpretation and reenactments pay
tribute to Virginia's Indians and the
English settlers who carved a nation out
of what was then Virginia's western
frontier.

Visit 
Citie of Henricus

in 
Chesterfield County

Source: www.henricus.org
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• The last Virginia Creeper train ran in
1977.

• Three agencies own and manage the
Virginia Creeper Trail: Damascus and
Abingdon administer the trail from
Abingdon to Damascus (mile 0-16); and
the Mount Rogers National Recreation
Area manages the trail from Damascus
up to the NC line (mile 16-34).

• There are 3 visitor centers along the
trail: one at the Damascus Caboose, the
old Green Cove Station, and the rebuilt
Whitetop Station. All are open 
weekends May-October. Mount Rogers
Interpretative Association has a variety
of items for sale at each center.

• There are 47 trestles on the trail.The
U.S. Forest Service and Virginia
Creeper Trail club volunteers have
refurbished the decking & railings on 23
trestles in the last three years.

• Bathrooms are available in Damascus
near the caboose, Straight Branch 
parking lot, Creek Junction parking lot,
Green Cove train station, Whitetop
train station and at the Abingdon 
parking lot.

• Refreshments can be purchased at 
several places along the trail.
Communities along the trail such as
Alvarado, Damascus, and Taylors
Valley have businesses that offer 
refreshments. Bottled water and drinks
are for sale at Green Cove on weekends
from May-October. Free water is 
available at Whitetop Station during
frost-free months.

Riders stop at one of the high trestles
on the Virginia Creeper Trail.

Facts about the 
Virginia Creeper Trail 
in Washington County
Source: www.vacreepertrail.us

• The only public phone along the trail
is in Damascus. Cell coverage is poor or
non-existent.

• More than 200,000 people enjoy the
trail each year.

• The U.S. Forest Service operates a
bike patrol along the Creeper from
Damascus to Whitetop Station during
the summer.

• A fast moving biker or a hiker with a
large backpack can easily spook a horse.
Bicyclists and hikers should yield to
horseback riders. When passing a horse,
a biker should yell out that they are
“passing left”.

• When the Virginia Creeper ran from
Abingdon, VA, to West Jefferson, N.C.,
it was 55 miles long and had 108
bridges and trestles.

Visit Washington
County and the
Virginia Creeper

Trail
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Source: www.virginia.org

Region: Southern Virginia 
Locality: Charlotte County

Red Hill - Patrick Henry
National Memorial
1250 Red Hill Road
Brookneal, VA 24528

Patrick Henry lived in several
homes, but he loved best this 
plantation on the Staunton River
which he fondly called “one of the
garden spots of the world.”

The “Voice of the Revolution”
moved to Red Hill, Henry's last home
and burial place, in 1794 at the age of
57. Visit the reconstructed house,
dependencies and original law office.

The Visitor Center Museum 
houses the largest collection of Henry
artifacts & memorabilia in the world,
including the famous Peter F.
Rothermel oil painting, “Patrick
Henry before the Virginia House of
Burgesses.”

Annual events include a
Governor Henry Lecture,
Independence Day Celebration, and
Christmas Open House. Monday
through Saturday, 9-5; Sundays 1-5
(November-March: close at 4 p.m.
and Mondays by appointment).
Closed Thanksgiving, Christmas,
New Year’s.

Visitor Center is handicap accessible.
Admission Fee: $6 adults; $2 child 

Children Welcome
Pets Welcome

Telephone
Toll-free number: (800) 514-7463
Visitor Center: (434) 376-2044

E-mail
information@redhill.org

Web site
www.redhill.org

Source: www.senate.gov/artandhistory/art/artifact/Painting_31_00011.htm

Visit Charlotte County and 
Patrick Henry’s National Memorial
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Source: www.virginia.org

American Celebration on Parade at
Shenandoah Caverns offers an up-close look at a
unique collection of stunning parade floats, props,
and stage settings from America’s entertainment
and political history.

This collection includes parade floats from the
Rose Parade, Presidential Inaugurals, and other
national celebrations. Children love the playful 
animation of the floats, while massive floats
“they’ve only seen on TV” fascinate adults.

The building is available for events such as
wedding receptions, banquets, corporate meetings
and parties and will host periodic concerts.

Your combination ticket includes Shenandoah
Caverns, Main Street of Yesteryear and The
Yellow Barn.

Four great attractions for one price! Open all
year. Located 2 minutes from I-81, Exit 269, five
miles north of New Market, Virginia.

Hours
Opens: 9 a.m.
Closes: 5 p.m.

Admission Fee
$22 adult 
Children welcome

Telephone
Phone: (540) 477-4300
Toll free: (888) 422-8376
Fax: (540) 477-4305

E-mail
americel@shentel.net

Web site
www.shenandoahcaverns.com

Visit Shenandoah County and
the American Celebration 

on Parade Museum

Photos from www.shenandoahcaverns.com
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The Front Royal-Warren County Community 
officially opened the Warren County Skate Park on
June 5. The skate park, located at 101 Kerfoot Avenue,
originally had ground broken in September 2009.

Pillar Design Group, in conjuction with Artisan
Skate Parks, was awarded the design build contract for
the project which features a Flo Bowl, Ameoba Bowl,
Street Transition Plaza, and a large Challenge Quarter
Pipe.

Total cost of the project was $483,000 including
$175,000 from the County of Warren, $100,000 from
Crooked Run, LLC, $75,760 from the Virginia
Department of Conservation and Recreation, $31,625
from the Front Royal Rotary Club and $32,000 from
Doris Robbins.

Many thanks to everyone that made the facility
possible and to the Warren County Skate Park
Committee.

Come out and see the newest addition to the
Warren County park system.

For question or additional information, contact
Daniel Lenz at (540) 635-7750 or visit www.warren-
countyskatepark.com.

Also check out Warren County’s Youtube video
about the skate park.

Visit 
Warren
County

and its new
skate park
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Hanover Tavern
13181 Hanover Courthouse Road
Hanover, VA 23069

Information from www.virginia.org

Part of the Hanover Courthouse Historic District,
begun in 1733, Hanover Tavern is listed on the Virginia &
National Registers of Historic Places as a rare surviving
example of county government building sets once common
in Virginia.

The Tavern’s illustrious life included many roles – inn,
stagecoach stop, post office and dinner theater. After 15
years of restoration by the Hanover Tavern Foundation, the
Tavern once again welcomes the community!

Take a self-guided tour and view exhibits of the
Tavern’s storied past. Attend educational programs 
including workshops, performances, and lectures that
enlighten and entertain. Dine at Hanover Tavern & Pub, the Tavern's full-service restaurant, where the innovative menu evokes
the Tavern’s rich traditions. See a Barksdale Theatre performance in the original home of the company.

Opens: 11 p.m.; Closes: 4 p.m.

Admission Fee: $2

Hanover Tavern Foundation Offices: (804) 537-5050
Hanover Tavern & Pub: (804) 537-5250
Barksdale Theatre Box Office: (804) 282-2620
Fax: (804) 537-5823

E-mail: lcurzi@hanovertavern.org

Web site: www.hanovertavern.org

Visit Hanover
County and the
Hanover Tavern
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Visit Natural
Tunnel State Park
and Scott County

Natural Tunnel State Park, centered around the Natural Tunnel, a massive
naturally-formed cave that is used as a railroad tunnel. It is located in the
Appalachian Mountains near Duffield in Scott County.

The Natural Tunnel, which spans to 200 feet (61 meters) wide and 80 feet (24
meters) high, began to form more than a million years ago when groundwater
bearing carbonic acid percolated through crevices and slowly dissolved limestone
and dolomite bedrock. A small river, which is now called Stock Creek, was 
diverted underground and it continued to erode the tunnel over many millennia.

The walls of the tunnel show evidence of prehistoric life. Many fossils have
been found in the creek bed and in the tunnel walls.

Although Natural Tunnel State Park was established in 1967 and opened to
the public in 1971, Natural Tunnel has been a tourist attraction for more than a
century; Daniel Boone is believed to have been the first European to see it in the
18th century. The 41st U.S. Secretary of State William Jennings Bryan dubbed it
the “Eighth Wonder of the World.”

A railroad was constructed through the natural tunnel in 1893. The first train,
operated by the Virginia & Southwestern Railway Company, passed through the
following year. In 1899, the Natural tunnel was purchased by the Tennessee &
Carolina & Iron and Steel Company. The railway originally carried passenger
trains; today, the line is still open but is only used to transport coal.

There is a 1,600 foot (500 metres) boardwalk that allows disabled visitors to gain access to the natural tunnel.
Park visitors can also camp, swim, picnic and hike. There is a visitors center and naturally-formed amphitheaters

that are up to 600 feet (180 meters) high.
Photos and information from Wikipedia and www.virginia.org.
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Visit Crabtree
Falls and

Nelson County

Crabtree Falls is located in the George
Washington National Forest in Nelson County,
Virginia and is the tallest waterfall in the United
States east of the Mississippi River.

The name of the waterfall is thought to have
come from William Crabtree, who settled in this part
of Virginia in 1777. The waterfall is often credited
with being 1,200 feet (370 m) high (356 m).

Crabtree Falls is a cascading waterfall, with
five major cascades, the tallest of which is about 400
feet (122 m), and several smaller cascades. The 
cascade with a 400-foot (120 m) drop also gives
Crabtree Falls the title of tallest vertical drop in a
waterfall east of the Mississippi River.

However, the title of tallest free-fall vertical drop goes to Fall Creek Falls in Tennessee's Fall Creek
Falls State Park.

There is a trail to the waterfall maintained by the United States Forest Service called the Crabtree
Falls Trail. A sign near the beginning of the trail claims that 25 people have fallen to their death from
climbing too close to the waterfalls and warns visitors to stay on the trail.
(Source: Wikipedia)
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History
Douthat State Park opened June 15, 1936. It was one of

the original six state parks of Virginia. The Douthat Land
Company, a group of businessmen, donated the first portion
of land — 1,920 acres (780 ha). In 1933, the Virginia
General Assembly allotted $50,000 for the purchase of land
for state parks, and the remainder of the present-day park
was purchased with this money. Approximately 600 men
from the Civilian Conservation Corps developed and 
constructed the majority of the modern-day park system
between 1933 and 1942.

Attractions
• Mountain biking - Douthat State Park has become a 
premier mountain biking destination. Twenty-four of the
twenty-six trails at Douthat are open to biking. The park has
been heralded as the best mountain biking destination on
the East Coast. By spring 2009, almost all of the 45 miles of
the 70-year-old Civilian Conservation Corps trail at Douthat will be restored to its original condition with sustainable trail
design techniques integrated to maintain a unique mountain biking experience.
• Fishing - Douthat allows trout fishing in its stocked lake with a valid Virginia Fishing License and a daily permit.
• Boating - A boat ramp launch is available April through October. Jonboats (including those with electric motors), canoes,
paddleboats, hydrobikes and funyaks (similar to kayaks) are available for rental. No gasoline-powered boats are allowed on the
lake.
• Hiking - Over 43 miles (69 km) of varied difficulty trails are available, many of them created originally by the Civilian
Conservation Corps. Horseback riding at the park is restricted to several trails on the Western side of the park and mountain
biking is permitted on nearly all of the trails.
• Swimming - The beach area of the lake is available from Memorial Day through Labor Day.
• Restaurant/store - Douthat Lake View Restaurant was built by the CCC and overlooks the lake. Next to the restaurant are a
camp store and a gift shop.
• Picnicking - There are three picnic areas with shelters that can be reserved for a group.
• Hunting - Hunting is allowed by reservation with the appropriate permits.
SOURCE: Wikipedia

Visit Bath County and Alleghany County
and the Douthat State Park
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Berkeley Plantation, one of the first great estates in
America, comprises about 1,000 acres (4.0 km²) on the
banks of the James River on State Route 5 in Charles City
County. Berkeley Plantation was originally called Berkeley
Hundred and named after one of its founders of the 1618
land grant, Richard Berkeley.

Among the many American "firsts" that occurred at
Berkeley Plantation are:
• The first official Thanksgiving: Dec. 4, 1619 
• The first bourbon whiskey distilled: 1621, by George
Thorpe, an Episcopal priest.
• First time Army bugle call Taps played: July 1862, by
bugler Oliver W. Norton; the melody was written at
Harrison's Landing on the plantation by then General
Daniel Butterfield.

SOURCE: Wikipedia

Visit Charles City County
and the Berkeley Plantation
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Come visit the Old Brick Hotel where past boarders include
lawyers and judges, hot springs visitors and maybe even Jesse
James.

The three-story brick building was built in three stages 
beginning in 1840. Right across the street from the Craig
County Courthouse, it was the center of town through the
boom times of the early 1900's.

Restoration was begun in 1982 by the Craig County Historical
Society. It now showcases local antiques, a Genealogy Library
and a lot of history. Two restored log cabins are nearby--the
Hawkins cabin is adjacent to the hotel and the two-story Keffer log house is next door to Mick or Mack
IGA.

The Old Brick Hotel is the proud focal point of the Craig County Fall Festival second Saturday of each
October.

Open every Friday afternoon April through November, or please call for an appointment.

SOURCE: www.virginia.org

Visit Craig County and the Old Brick Hotel
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Mabry Mill
Floyd County

266 Mabry Mill Rd
Blue Ridge Parkway Mile Post 176.1
Meadows of Dan, VA 24120

Beautiful location that has been photographed and painted
many times. Restored gristmill/sawmill/woodworking shop
and blacksmith shop. Old time skills (basket weaving, seat
caneing, spinning, and weaving) demonstrated. Applebutter
making on Sundays in October - Oldtime bluegrass music on
Sundays 2-6 p.m.

Phone: (276) 952-2947

Email: mabrymill@swva.net

Visit Floyd
County and 

the Mabry Mill
Inscription: The monument before you honors Virginia
state highway workers who lost their lives while serving
the Commonwealth’s travelers. No public funds were used
to build this memorial. It was built entirely with dona-
tions from Virginia Department of Transportation
employees and retirees, family members, businesses and
organizations throughout the state. The profiles reflect
VDOT’s diverse workforce and the “missing worker.” The
memorial was dedicated on Sept. 17, 2004.

Erected: 2004 by Virginia Department of Transportation
Employees.

Location: Marker is near Greenwood in Albemarle
County. Marker is on Interstate 64 at milepost 103.5, on
the right when traveling east. It is at the second scenic 
overlook east of the Skyline Drive exit (Exit 99). Marker is in this post office area: Greenwood VA 22943, United States
of America.

Also see: VDOT Workers Memorial: Fact Sheet. “To qualify for inclusion on the memorial, the deceased must have
been an active full-time or part-time state highway transportation employee. The death must have been from a 
work-related accident, injury or illness. All confirmed for inclusion thus far died from on-the-job incidents. Many of the
deaths occurred in work zone incidents.”

SOURCE: HMdb.org and J.J. Prats
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Visit Albemarle County
and the VDOT Workers’

Memorial
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Visit 
Arlington
County
and the 

U.S. Air Force
Memorial

The U.S. Air Force Memorial 
honors the service of the personnel of
the United States Air Force and its
predecessors. The Memorial is located
in Arlington, on the grounds of Fort
Myer near The Pentagon and
Arlington National Cemetery, at the
intersection of Columbia Pike and
South Joyce Street.

It was the last project of American
architect James Ingo Freed (known for
the design of the U.S. Holocaust
Memorial Museum).

The three memorial spires range
from 201 feet to 270 feet high and
appear to be soaring; its array of
stainless steel arcs against the sky
evoke the image of "contrails of the
Air Force Thunderbirds as they peel
back in a precision 'bomb burst'
maneuver." 

Only three of the four contrails are
depicted, at 120 degrees from each
other, as the absent fourth suggests the
missing man formation traditionally
used at Air Force funeral flyovers.

The four bronze statues of the
Memorial's Honor GuardThe spire
structure consists of stainless steel
plates with high-strength concrete 
filling the lower 2/3 of each spire. The
upper third is hollow stainless steel.

In addition to hosting over
200,000 visitors throughout the year,
the Air Force Memorial is the scene
for more than 200 ceremonies, special
events, wreath laying, tours, weddings,
and U.S. Air Force Band Concerts
throughout the year.

SOURCE: Wikipedia
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Visit 
Franklin County

and the 
Booker T.

Washington
National

Monument

On April 5, 1856, Booker T. Washington was
born a slave on the 207-arce farm of James
Burroughs.

After the Civil War, Washington became founder
and first principal of Tuskegee Normal and
Industrial School.

Later as an adviser, author and orator, his past
would influence his philosophies as the most 
influential African American of his era. Come
explore his birthplace in Franklin County.

The park is one of the few places where one can
see how slavery and the plantation system worked on
a smaller scale.

It provides a focal point for discussion about one
of the most powerful African Americans in history
and the evolving context of race in American society.

Interpretive programs are available daily,
weather-permitting. A quarterly calendar of events is
available upon request.

The park's visitor center contains exhibits on
Washington's life and legacy and offers an audio-visual program
interpreting his career and accomplishments.

The site was listed on the National Register of Historic Places
in 1966 and designated a National Monument on April 2, 1956.

SOURCE: www.virginia.org.

Booker T. Washington National Monument 
12130 Booker T. Washington Highway 
Hardy, Virginia 24101 
Phone: (540) 721-2094
connie_mays@nps.gov
www.nps.gov/bowa

Since 2009, VACo has dedicated Page 5 of its County Connections newsletter to promoting tourism in Virginia’s 
Counties. Since we have a growing collection of Page 5 features, we thought it would be fun to take a look 
back. If you are interested in appearing on Page 5, please send your feature idea to Gage Harter at gharter@
vaco.org. We welcome submissions from all our county members. 
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