
“Transcending Addiction: 
Pathways to Recovery”

The Story of how a small Southwest Virginia 
community plans to overcome Addiction



Where is Dickenson County VA?



Key Factors

Rural Dickenson County – 330 sq Miles 
of Land

Declining Population – Currently 
13,737 

Lack of Diverse Jobs Available

Median Household Income $33,905

Lack of Affordable Housing



Other Factors

Lack of Education

Lack of Healthcare Benefits Prior to 
Medicaid Expansion

High Injury Occupations

Tight Knit Communities



OPIOIDS and 
SUBSTANCE 
ABUSE 

Contributing Factors

• Injuries from Coal Mining
• Aggressive Marketing
• Lack of doctors
• Lack of healthcare
• Lack of treatment programs
• Poverty 



DICKENSON BY THE NUMBERS
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Children with NAS Premature Death Suicide Drug Over Dose Death Prenatal Care

Dickenson Virginia





Red Onion Industrial Site

Workforce Needs











Job Creation

Improved Overall Health

Improved Workforce

Increase in Population

Improved Social Relationships

Increased Revenue

What are the expected long-term results?





Larry Barton
County Administrator, 
Dickenson County VA
lbarton@dickensonva.org
276-325-1896

mailto:lbarton@dickensonva.org
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